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Amendment to the Claims 

This listing of the claims will replace all prior versions, and listings^ of claims In the 
application: 

1. (Previously Amended) A sliding door latch assembly comp|rising a vertically 

extended housing having a vertically extended major portion, a pull handle opposing 

i 

said housing major portion, a latch mounted within said housing i^najor portion and 

shiftable to and from said housing for locking a sliding door to a cooperating keeper 

i 

mounted in a sliding door jamb opposite said latch, a rotary actuator vyithin said housing 
major portion for shifting said latch, a hand operated lever rotatably mounted to said 
housing beyond said housing major portion, said lever being linked jfrom beyond said 
housing major portion to said rotary actuator within said housing |maJor portion for 
rotatably actuating said latch by said rotatable lever from beyond skid housing major 
portion, whereby hand actuation of the lever and latch is free of inte^erence from said 
pull handle, 

» 

2. (Original) The sliding door latch according to claim 1 . in which baid latch is hook- 

i 

shaped and said cooperating keeper comprises a slot. 

3. (Previously Amended) The sliding door latch according to claim 1, in which said 
housing is generally rectangular in cross-section. 

I 
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4. (Original) The sliding door latch according to claim 1, in which said lever further 

i 

includes a notatable lever plate, said lever piate and said lever beling mounted to a 
common pivot for rotation together responsive to hand operation of said iever. 

1 

5. (Cun^ently Amended) A sliding door latch assembly comprising a verticaliv 
extended housing having a verticaliv extended major portion, a pulj handle opposing 
said housing maior portion, a latch mounted within said housing maior portion and 
shiftable to and from said housing for locking a sliding door to a cooperating keeper 
mounted in a sliding door iamb opposite said latch, a rotarv actuator Within sard housing 
major portion for shifting said latch, a hand operated lever rotatabl>> mounted to said 
housing bevond said housing maior portion, said lever being linked jfrom beyond said 


housing maior portion to said rotarv actuator within said housing 


maior portion for 


rotatablv actuating said latch bv said rotatable lever from bevond s^id housing maior 

i 

portion, whereby hand actuation of the lever and latch Is free of inte^erence from said 
puH handle Th e sliding door latch according to cla i m 1, i n which said rotary actuator 
compriooo comprising a rotatable latch plate, said latch plate and said latch being 
mounted to a common pivot for rotation together responsive to actuation of said latch 
plate by said lever. 

! 

6. (Original) The sliding door latch according to claim 5, in whicK; said lever further 

i 

comprises a rotatable lever plate, said lever plate and said lever be|ing mounted to a 
common pivot for rotation together responsive to actuation of said latch plate by said 
lever, said lever plate and said latch plate being rigidly coupled such hat rotation of the 
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lever plate causes a like rotation in said latch plate and said latch. 

7. (Previously Amended) The sliding door latch according to clainh 6, including also 

a pair of bars having first ends movably fixed to said lever platfe in diametrically 

I 

opposed relation, said bars having second ends movably fixed to ^aid latch plate in 

i 

diametrically opposed relation, said bars extending between said ieVer plate and said 
latch plate and arranged to transmit rotary movennent of said lever ^\ate to said latch 

plate. j 

i 

i 

8. (Currently Amended) The sliding door latch according to clainh 7, in which said 
bars are of a length to extend from within said housing major portidn to beyond said 
housing bcus [and across said predetermined vertical distance]. 

i 
! 

9. (Original) The sliding door latch according to claim 8, in which 4aid latch is hook- 
shaped and said cooperating keeper comprises a slot. 

10. (Original) The sliding door latch according to claim 9, in whidh said housing is 

i 

rectangular in cross-section and comprises front, rear and side walls, said front wall 
being slotted to pass sard latch in shifting relation to and from said keeper, said side 
walls supporting said latch assembly. ! 

11. (Original) The sliding door latch according to claim 10, in whicfji said pull handle 

i 

4 
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! 

j 

is an inside handle, and including also an outside handie fixed to said housing. 

12. (Originai) The sliding door latch accotxiing to claim 11, inducting also a sliding 

i 

door having a leading stile, said leading stile defining said housing. 

i 

13. (Original) A sliding door and latch assembly having a vertically disposed pull 

i 

handle, a rotatable latch lever beyond said handle and a rotatable l^tch opposite said 
handie, a 4-bar coupling between said lever and said latch, whereby said latch is 
rotatable from beyond said puli handle for engaging a cooperating keeper. 

! 
! 

i 

14. (Previously Presented) A sliding door latch assembly comprising a vertically 
extended housing having a nnajor vertically extended portion, a verti(|^lly disposed pull 
handle opposing said housing major portion, a latch mounted within ^aid housing major 
portion and shiftable to and from said housing for locldng a sliding door to a cooperating 

i 

keeper mounted in a sliding door jamb opposite said latch, a rotary aistuator within said 

i 

housing major portion for shifting said latch, a hand-operated lever rotatably mounted to 

i 

said housing beyond said housing major portion, a linkage extending from said rotary 

1 

actuator within said housing major portion to said lever beyond s4id housing major 
portion for rotatably actuating said latch by said lever, whereby hand actuation of the 
lever and latch Is free of interference from said pull handle. 

1 5. (Previously Presented) The sliding door latch according to clainji 14, in which said 
latch is hook-shaped and said cooperating keeper comprises a slot. I 
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1 6. (Previously Presented) The sliding door latch according to clairh 14, in which said 
housing is generally rectangular in cross-section. ■ 

i 

i 

i 

1 7. (Previously Presented) The sliding door Jatch according to clairh 14, in which said 
lever further includes a rotatable lever plate arranged for rotation responsive to hand 
operation of said lever. 

I 

1 8. (Previously Presented) The sliding door latch according to clairh 14. in which said 

i 

: 
I 

rotary actuator conaprises a rotatable latch plate arranged for rotation responsive to 
actuation of said latch plate by said lever. 

19. (Currently amended) A slidino door latch assembly compHsina a vertically 
extended houslno having a maior verticallv extended portion, a vertically disposed pull 
handle op posing said housing maior portion, a latch mounted within slald housing nnaior 
portion and shiftable to and from said housing for locking a sliding do6r to a cooperating 
Iceeper mounted in a slid ing door iamb opposite said latch, a rotary actuator within said 

housing maior portion for shifting said latch, a hand-ooerated lever rotiatablv mounted to 

i 

said hous ing bevond said housing maior portion, s aid rotary actukor comprising a 

rotatable latch plate arranged for rotation responsive to actuation of $aid latch plate by 

i 

said leve r a linkage extending from said rotary actuator within s^id housing maior 
portion to said lever be vond said housing maior portion for rotatablv a[:tuating said latch 

"i 

by said lever, whereby hand actuati on of the lever and latch is free of interference fmm 

\ 

6 
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said pull handle Tho e li d i ng door l atch ocGord i ng to c l a i m 18, i n wh i oH said lever further 
comprises comprising a rotatable lever plate arranged for rotation responsive to 
actuation of said latch plate by said lever, said lever plate and said( latch plate being 
coupled such that rotation of the lever plate causes a iifce rotation m bf said latch plate 
and said latch. 

20. (Previously Presented) The sliding door latch according to cfaim 19, including 
also a pair of bars movably fixed to and extending between said leyer plate and said 
latch plate, said bars being arranged to transmit rotary movement of baid lever plate to 
said latch plate. | 

i 

21 . (Previously Presented) The sliding door latch according to claini 20, in which said 
bars are generally parallel, said lever plate defines a bar between said bars of said bar 
pair, and said latch plate defines a further bar between said bars of sbid bar pair are of 
a length to extend from within said housing major portion to beyond said housing. 


7 


1 
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